


How to Get an All-purpose Power Cable 





51 Items in Stock 


Conductor Size, Awg 


WITH WITH 
VERSATOL 30% RUBBER 
SINGLE-CONDUCTOR 
600 Volts 600 Volts 
8 str 8 sol 
6 str 6 sol 
4 str 
2 str 4 str 
| str 2 str 
0 str | str 
00 str 
000 str 0 
0000 str 00 
3000 Volts 000 
8 sol 0000 
6 sol 
5000 Volts 5000 Volts 
8 sol 8 sol 
6 sol 6 sol 
TWO-CONDUCTOR 
600 Volts 600 Volts 
14 sol 14 sol 
12 sol 12 sol 
10 sol 10 sol 
8 sol 8 sol 
6 sol 
6 str 
4 str 4 str 
THREE-CONDUCTOR 
600 Volts 600 Volts 
14 sol 14 sol 
12 sol 12 sol 
10 sol 10 sol 
8 sol 8 sol 
6 str 
6 str 
‘= 4 str 


IN A HURRY 









Many other G-E standard cable items can be 


UT la 


This is a 5000-volt tellurium 
parkway cable, with metal 
shielding tapes on conductors 
and with a ground wire. It is 
designed for mine power dis- 
tribution, but it can also be 
used in other places where a 
very safe cable is required. 


] 


= is a low-cost, nonmetallic, rubber-insulated power cable that 
can be used profitably in many places. It can be buried directly in the 
earth, in cinder fill, or in swampy ground. It can be installed in ducts or in 
conduit, on a bridge or in a mine. It even has other uses. Hence, it is the 
all-purpose “‘parkway”’ cable. 


Because of its popularity, we have stocked these 51 items—some with Versatol 
insulation, others with 30-per-cent A.S.T.M.-AO insulation. 


If you are in a hurry for cable, it will pay you to order such standards. You 
then eliminate the bother of specials and get the assurance of prompt delivery 
—of a high-quality, proved product. 


Phone or write the nearest G-E office or G-E distributor 
for current prices and any other details* that you may 


desire. General Electric, Schenectady, N. Y. 
*See Bulletin GEA-3244B, revised February, 1941. 








furnished right off the shelf: No. 1799 varnish- 
cambric braided and leaded, Versatol braided, Ae 
Flamenol, and tellurium portable. tH 
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Louisville Utility Assured 
of Ample Power Supply 


President Wilson of Louisville Gas & Electric Co. points to new generat- 


ing station and Canal street addition ‘to meet all requirements 


— Company will spend $8,246,088 on construction 


National defense and other indus- 
tries in the area served by Louisville 
Gas & Electric Co. are assured of a 
plentiful supply of electric power as a 
result of the large plant improvement 
and expansion program undertaken by 
the Kentucky utility. President T. B. 
Wilson says that the new generating 
station of two 25,000-kw. units and 
the 25.000-kw. addition to the Canal 


street station will be sufficient added 
capacity to meet all power require- 
ments. 


The company has purchased a site 
of 50 acres at Bells Lane and the Ohio 
River for the new plant and work is 
now in progress. Two units will con- 
stitute the initial installation of the 
ultimate 300,000 kw. capacity. 

During 1941 the company will spend 
$8.246.088 on improvements and ex- 
pansion of facilities, A. W. Lee, vice- 
president in charge of operation, stated. 
This compares with expenditures of 
$1.974.278 made during 1940. The 
major item in the budget is $6.842.677 
for projects now in progress. 

Comparison of construction budgets 
follows: 


1941 1940 
Steam stations $53,é85 $58,780 
Hydro stations 133,480 
Electric transmission 100,000 276,000 
Electric substations 428,150 571,435 
Electric distribution 470,000 470,000 
Gas distribution 151,000 125,009 
Miscellaneous 200,576 68,220 
Projects in progres: 6,842,677 271,363 


Total $8,246,088 $1,974,278 


The major project completed last 
year was a new 66/13-kv. substation of 


kva. 


20.000 capacity with its asso- 
ciated transmission lines, Mr. Lee 
stated. The year also saw the start 


of work on the installation of a new 
25.000-kw. Westinghouse unit in the 
Canal station. This unit is scheduled 
for operation in November. Later in 
the year two additional units of the 
size 


authorized for a 


same were new 






nn 
a? 


: seo 


station to be known as Paddy’s Run 
and work is under way on the 
new station on a site at Bells Lane. 
The new station will go into operation 
in the spring of 1942. 

The Paddy’s Run station is to cost 
approximately $5,600,000 and_ will 
eventually be enlarged to 300,000 kw. 
capacity when needed. The new plant 
will burn pulverized coal. Two 66.000- 
volt transmission lines from the plant 
to substations about Louisville will be 
needed. These lines and equipment 
will cost about $300,000. A new trans- 
mission line of 33.000 volts has been 
completed to Fort Knox, 30 miles south 
of Louisville. two 33.000-volt 
circuits to that point. 


now 


giving 


Sees Continued Progress 


Mr. Lee stated that “we believe. bar- 


ring an outright crash, we are pre- 


eh 


NEW CAPACITY—Canal station of Louisville Gas & Electric Co., where an addition 
is being constructed to the turbine room to house a new 25,000-kw. Westinghouse 


turbo-g2ne-ator. 


The company is spending $8,246,088 on construction this year 
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ADJUSTABLE-SPEED DRIVE—A series circuit without the usual exciter is used by this 
new adjustable-speed a.c. drive, developed by S. H. Hanville, Westinghouse motor 


engineer. 


Left to right—R. W. Monroe, Westinghouse, East Pittsburgh: H. B. Vidal, 


Westinghouse eastern industrial manager, New York; A. L. Paquette, (Westinghouse 
industrial division, New York: W. M. Strocker, chief engineer Cameron Machine Co., 
Brooklyn, N. Y.), and R. P. Bechle, Potdevin Machine Co., Brooklyn 





paring for a steady run of normal busi- 
ness. Most of the people negotiating 
with us for new contracts say they ex- 
pect to continue after this emergency.” 
These references were made to the ex- 
panding business and defense activity 
in the Louisville area. The company 
is expanding its facilities to insure 
against any possible power shortage. 

Several studies were made last year 
and carried forward into 1941 deal- 
ing principally with the adequacy of 
generating facilities and the location 
of future units, Mr. Lee stated. An- 
other study still in progress deals with 
the interconnection picture in the area. 

The 1941 construction budget in- 
cludes several jobs for fencing and 
floodlighting vital centers. Some ex- 
tensive fencing was done last year, it 
was said. A program designed to sup- 
ply employees with identification passes 
is now under way. 

Mr. Lee stated that a constant study 
is maintained on the power demands 
to be expected from defense and other 
industries. The company is making 
every effort to meet the requirements 
and has sufficient capacity on hand 
and under construction to meet all 
expected power demands. 


Help-Support Commission 


Public utilities in Pennsylvania con- 
tributed $1,843,146 toward the support 
of the state utility commission for the 
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years 1937 and 1938, total cost of which 
was $2,140,948. The major portion, 
$1,150,723, was contributed by a gen- 
eral assessment levied in November, 
1940, as authorized by the public utility 
law. General assessment bills were sent 
to 15,620 utilities. Bills will shortly be 
sent covering cost of regulation for 1939 
and 1940. 


Seek Municipal System 


\ petition asking that a competent 
electrical engineer be employed to de- 
termine the feasibility of a municipally 
owned light and power plant has been 
presented to the Mayor and City Coun- 
cil at Grenada, Miss., signed by 228 
citizens. The action was the result of a 
previous petition signed by over 100 
persons, which was presented to the 
Grenada offices of Mississippi Power & 
Light Co., asking for lower rates. 


Refuses Damages 


Fourth United States Circuit Court 
of Appeals has reduced by $100,000 an 
award of $1,298,080 paid by a court of 
the district judges at Asheville, N. C., 
to Southern States Power Co. in con- 
demnation suit instituted by the TVA. 
The amount stricken out had_ been 
allowed as severance damages for the 
Murphy hydro-electric plant, included 
in the property involved in the suit. 
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NEWS BRIEFS 





New York City has asked the State 
Tax Commission for permission to in- 
crease its valuation on utility properties 
with a 100 per cent equalization rate on 
special franchises. 


A NEW BARGAIN CAMPAIGN has been 
started by Consolidated Edison Co. of 
New York. The combination package 
includes the latest models of the Proctor 
automatic toaster, the Artistic Three- 
way bridge lamp and a General Electric 
table model radio. Field demonstrators 
will be equipped with a Tru-Vue stere- 
oscope equipped with a strip of 35 mm. 
film which will permit prospective cus- 
tomers to view the models in three 
dimensions. 


Gossip is going the Washington 
rounds that since Nantahala Power & 
Light Co. has decided not to construct 
the $37,000,000 Fontana hydro-electric 
project, TVA will soon request Con- 
gress to supply the funds for the pro- 
posed dam as part of the growing gov- 
ernment-owned power pool. TVA will 
lean heavily on the claim that energy 
from the dam is vitally needed for 
defense. 


DETERMINATION has been made by the 
Federal Power Commission that it has 
no licensing authority over transmission 
lines which are not part of a project as 
defined in section 3(11) of the Federal 
Power Act. 


Grorce S. WILLIAMS, vice-president 
and general manager of Central Maine 
Power Co., has been appointed a mem- 
ber of the board of trustees of the Uni- 
versity of Maine by Gov. Sumner Sewall. 


LOOKING FOR A TOP-NOTCH advertis- 
ing and public relations man, the At- 
lanta Advertising Club has _ picked 
James Stafford of Georgia Power Co. to 
head its “Truth About Advertising” 
campaign. 


TVA HAS STARTED preliminary investi- 
gations for a prospective project that 
would entail the construction of a $10,- 
500.000 dam across the Little Tennessee 
River near the Fort Loudoun Dam, 
formerly designated as the Coulter 
Shoals project. It would divert water 
into the dam reservoir. 


ALL ELECTRIC WIRING in basements 
in the city of Vancouver, B. C., will 
have to be installed in armored cable 
or rigid conduits after March 1, ac- 
cording to new rules added to the elec- 
trical bylaw as a fire prevention protec: 
tion. The new rule is not only applic- 
able to wiring installed in new homes 
but also to all rewiring and electrical 
alteration jobs in existing houses 
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Congress Gets Text of 
St. Lawrence Agreement 


President to ask legislation to make pact effective and to provide funds 
for early work on seaway and power development — Bitter 
tight looms in Congress over $266,170,000 project 


President Roosevelt sent to Congress 
last week the text of the agreement be- 
tween the United States and Canada 
for construction of the St. Lawrence 
seaway and power project. Instead of 
the normal treaty, which must be rati- 
fed by a two-third’s vote of the Senate, 
the agreement method was used in order 
to circumvent opposition to the project. 
The President indicated that he would 
ask legislation to make the agreement 
elective and for appropriations. 

While the Senate defeated in 1934 
the treaty for St. Lawrence, indications 
in Washington are that the plan this 
time will be pushed through by ma- 
jority vote of the two houses and con- 
struction on the project will soon get 
under way. 


Main Features 


The main features of the controlled 
single-stage project call for a control 
dam in the vicinity of Iroquois Point, 
adam in the Long Sault Rapids at the 
head of Barnhart Island and two power 
houses, one on either side of the inter- 
national boundary, at the foot of Barn- 
hart Island, and a side canal with one 
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SIGN ST. LAWRENCE PACT— Jay Pierrepont Moffat. 
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lock on the United States mainland to 
carry navigation around the control 
dam and a side canal with one guard 
gate and two locks on the United States 
mainland south of Barnhart Island to 
carry navigation from above the main 
Long Sault Dam to the river south of 
Cornwall Island. 

It is estimated that works solely for 
navigation will cost $38.578.000, works 
primarily for power to cost $96,804,000 
and works common to navigation and 
power to cost $130.788.000. or a total 
initial cost of $266.170.000. The United 
States to bear $206.000.000. or 
per cent of the cost. New York State, 
of the main beneficiaries of the 
power plan, is expected to pay $90.000.- 
000 toward the federal government’s 
share of the cost. Canada’s contribution 
will amount to $60.000.000. of which 
$48,000,000 would be for power devel- 
opment the Canadian side of the 
rapids and the balance for rehabilita- 
tion works in lrequois and Morrisburg. 
Ont. 


Some 


ae 


Is 


one 


on 


time ago President Roosevelt 
$1,000,000 from his special 


defense fund to begin engineering in- 


released 


a Sa. Sa 





Wide World Photo 
United States Minister to the 


Dominion, and Prime Minister W. L. MacKenzie King after they affixed their signatures 

the agreement which calls for the development of power throughout the Great Lakes- 

S. Lawrence basin. L. to r.: Mr. Moffat, John Read, legal adviser to the Canadian 

Department of External Affairs; J. Farr Simmons, counselor of the U. S. Legation, and 
Mr. King. 
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vestigations on the project. The Presi- 
dent said he released the funds “be- 
cause of my conviction that the com- 
pletion of this project by 1945 might 
prove of vital importance to our de- 
fense effort.” 

The agreement provides that both 
Canada and the United States can 
divert an additional 5,000 cu.ft. per 
second of water above the 1909 treaty 
limit. 

A bitter struggle is forecast when 
the legislation is introduced in Con- 
gress. Already the propaganda mills 
are grinding out material to support 
the project, which has been the Presi- 
dent’s pet. Already the Department of 
Commerce has issued a release stating 
that the development of power resources 
of the St. Lawrence “offers a new lease 
on life to New York State industry, a 
source of cheap electricity which should 
make possible the resumption of manu- 
facturing growth.” 

Representative Rankin (Dem., Miss. ) 
has introduced a bill to create seven 
new power authorities and to extend the 
TVA. The Arkansas Valley Authority 


is to be pushed. 


Frank Says Integration 
Bottleneck is Broken 


Retiring Chairman Jerome N. Frank 
expressed the view last week, shortly 
after the Senate had confirmed his 
nomination for a Federal judgeship, 


that wholesale compliance by utility 
holding companies with the “death 


sentence” provision of the utility act 
is now confidently expected by SEC. 

“We have definitely broken the back 
of the integration problem,” Mr. Frank 
stated. “The bottleneck is beginning to 
vanish.” 


FPC Nantahala Finding 


The Federal Power Commission has 
reaffirmed its earlier finding of Novem- 
ber 5, 1940, that the construction of a 
hydro-electric dam across the Little 
Tennessee River in North Carolina by 
Nantahala Power & Light Co., subsidi- 
ary of Aluminum Co. of America, would 
substantially affect the interests of in- 
terstate commerce and that a license 
from the commission is required under 
the Federal Power Act. 


FPC Postpones Hearing 


Federal Power Commission has post- 
poned to March 31 the public hearing 
heretofore set to begin on March 17 at 
Davenport, lowa, concerning original 
cost accounting of Peoples Light Co. 


(1061) § 






























































































































REA Load Building Plan 
Rebuked by House Group 


Ambitious program among co-operative borrowers target of criticism 


as excessive paternalism — Agency given authority to increase 


RFC borrowing to $100,000,000 for loans to co-operatives 


The ambitious “load-building” pro- 
gram carried on by Rural Electrifica- 
tion Administration among its co-oper- 
ative borrowers has been rebuked by 
the House of Representatives’ appro- 
priations committee. The committee 
expressed its criticism of excessive pa- 
ternalism by REA both formally in 
reporting to the House floor the De- 
partment of Agriculture appropriation 
bill. which carries REA funds, and by 
paring down the agency’s administra- 
tive funds. 


Approved by House 


Despite the criticism, however, the 
committee on its own initiative in- 
REA’s authority to 
RFC funds to re-loan for rural proj- 
ects in the fiscal year 1941-42 from the 
statutory $40.000,000 program to $100,- 
000.000. The committee also OK'd a 
net increase in administrative appro- 
priations of $467,000, to $3,923.425. 


creased borrow 


REA had asked for an increase of 
$539.575 to carry on its expanding 


work. 
Both the loan increase and the com- 
mittee’s 


recommendation for admin- 


NEW CONDENSER—Connecticut Light & Power's recently installed 15,000-kva. West- 
inghouse synchronous condenser at Baldwin Street substation, Waterbury, improves 
delivery voltage and reduces wear and losses associated with the operation of generat- 


istrative expense were approved by the 
House without comment on the floor 
or a record vote. 

The House rebuke of 
REA’s plans for carrying on an exten- 
sive field “educational” campaign with 
its co-op borrowers was expressed in 


committee’s 


these words: 

“It is admitted. of course. that the 
must maintain a 
of supervision to insure protection of 


government degree 
the government’s interests on account 
of loans, but a rather ambitious pro- 
gram of education in the use of elec- 
tricity has been undertaken to be 
wholly paid for out of the funds appro- 
priated for administrative 
The committee is not opposed to this 
educational program in its entirety, 
but is of the opinion that intensive 
work of this character should be con- 
fined to the period of a year or two 
immediately after a new line goes into 
operation and that thereafter a much 
less extensive program would suffice.” 

Recent tie-up between REA and the 
Agriculture Extension under 
which REA pays a portion of the Ex- 
tension 


expenses. 


Service 


Service expense of advising 





































































ing equipment to supply this reactive loading 
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farmers on use of electricity was 
pointed to by the committee as the 
type of set-up it favored. REA had 
asked for an increase of 33 per cent 
in funds for “management assistance.” 
28 per cent in funds for “load-building 
assistance” and 46 per cent for expand. 
ing its auditing, inspection and collec. 
tions work. Reductions in money for 
other divisions brought the net increase 
REA requested down to 16 per cent 
over the current year, which Admin. 
istrator Slattery argued was amply 
justified in view of an expected in. 
crease of 36 per cent in projects— 
from 1,780 on July 1, 1941, to 2.413 
on July 1, 1942. 
Testimony at the 
was used 


hearings which 
by committee members as 
justifying the loan authorization jn. 
crease listed $41,000,000 in project ap- 
plications which are ready for ap. 
proval and an equal amount of appii- 
cations under study. Of this total. 
more than $70.000.000 represents funds 
being sought by existing REA co-ops 
desiring to expand operations. 


Springfield Installs New 
15,000-Kw. Turbo-Generator 


The new 15,000-kw. Allis-Chalmers 
3.600-r.p.m. turbo-generator which is 
being installed at the Lakeside power 
plant of the City Water, Light & 
Power Department of Springfield. Ill. 
is to go into operation in April. The 
hydrogen-cooled generator will be the 
third unit in the plant. 
will operate at 13,200 volts, which 
will be transformed to 23,000 volts 
for transmission over the high line into 
the city. The turbine operates at 400 
lb. pressure and 700 deg. 

Automatic controls regulate _ the 
purity and pressure of the hydrogen 
and maintain a constant oil film on the 
axial type seal. 


The machine 


Start $50,000 Substation 


Arkansas Power & Light Co. is to 
start immediate construction of a $50.- 
000 substation at Norfork to step down 
power from 110,000 to 33,000 volts for 
use in the Ozark division, according 
to L. J. Cooper, division manager. The 
company is soon to complete the line to 
tie the Ozark division into the company 
interconnected system. 


Interconnected Systems 


The municipally owned electric sY* 
tems of Tacoma and Seattle, Wash. 
and that of Bonneville and Grand 
Coulee have been interconnected. 


March 29. 194! 





















Shea Says Utilities 
Aid Defense Plans 


The record made during 1940 by 
North American Co. and its operating 
companies cannot be measured ade- 
quately by the ordinary standards of 
production and earnings, President Ed- 
ward L. Shea stated in the annual re- 
port to stockholders. 

“Their role in the national defense 
program, expressed by the greatly en- 
larged appropriations for additional 
plant capacity, is an important part of 
this record,” Mr. Shea stated. “The 
year was one in which the electric util- 
ity industry found further opportunity 
to demonstrate its economic usefulness, 
which is more than ever necessary in 
these times of emergency as a con- 
tribution to national as well as local 
welfare.” 

Consolidated net income was $20,- 
316,500, equal to $1.92 a common share, 
as against $20,718,862, or $1.99 a com- 
mon share, in 1939. Operating revenues 
totaled $130,274,856, against $122,- 
325,169. 

Last year the system spent $35,300.- 
000 for enlarged power plants and other 
utility facilities. Construction planned 
for 1941 totals over $75,000,000. Power 
plant projects totaling 185,000 kw. are 
expected to be completed during 1941. 
Others totaling 282,000 kw. are to be 
completed in 1942, 


Cities Service to Sell 
All Utilities Properties 


Cities Service Co. is preparing to 
undertake a wholesale withdrawal from 
the public utility industry, according to 
President W. Alton Jones. In the re- 
port to stockholders, Mr. Jones stated 
that the company will divest itself of 
its utility interests. He said that the 
SEC had ruled the company could not 
be permitted to retain permanently all 
its utility businesses as well as its non- 
utility interests. 


Tacoma Shuns Bonneville 
Power as Too Expensive 


Tacoma, Wash., preferring to remain 
independent of the Bonneville adminis- 
tration and other Northwest Federal 
power systems, has plans for $11,000,- 
000 ©’ expansion of its municipal elec- 
tric system, according to R. D. O’Neil, 


utilit ‘> commissioner. He told the City 
Council that the expansion was neces- 
sary \ keep pace with increasing indus- 
trial demands. 

a can manufacture our own power 
Cheaper 


than we can buy it from Bonne- 
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ville, Mr. O'Neil said. “If we must com- 
pete with federal power, we can’t pay 
the government’s price for it.” 


Grand Coulee Starts 
First House Units 


A national radio hookup carried the 
dedication of the first two 12.500 kva. 
Westinghouse station service units at 
Grand Coulee on March 22. Gov. Ar- 
thur B. Langlie told the thousands 


GRAND COULEE—Crowds gathered at the 
dedication of the two 12,500-kva. station 
units. 


assembled for the ceremonies that the 
project, started in 1933, would help 
meet the increasing demands of national 
defense. Colvill Indians from Nespelem 
joined in the ceremonies. 

President Roosevelt and Secretary 
Ickes sent greeting to Frank A. Banks, 
supervising engineer for the Reclama- 
tion Bureau. The President said it was 
“a fine job well done.” 

Observers pointed out that regard- 
less of the economics of its electric 
power production, the project is a great 
engineering accomplishment. Since 1933 
more than $130,000,000 has gone into 
the project. The ultimate power capac- 
ity will be 1,974,000 kw. 


Unit for Carolina Utility 


A $3,000,000 addition to the Cape 
Fear steam plant of Carolina Power & 
Light Co. is to be undertaken, accord- 
ing to L. V. Sutton, president and gen- 
eral manager. The new unit will be of 
40,000 hp. and be ready for operation 
early in 1942. 


1941 





Says Allis-Chalmers 
Strike Unnecessary 


The sincere hope that workers soon 
will be back at their jobs in the strike 
bound Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing 
Co. plant at West Allis was expressed 
by President Max W. Babb in a letter 
to stockholders. 

Mr. Babb said that the strike, called 
by local CIO union leaders on January 
22, has resulted not only in economic 
loss to workers and stockholders, but 
the government has lost scheduled de- 
livery of $45,000,000 of defense equip- 
ment. “There is nothing in this strike 
which could not have been negotiated 
while all our employees continued their 
work,” Mr. Babb stated. 

Calling the strike unnecessary with 
the union apparently using it as a test 
case, Mr. Babb charged that the union 
was demanding that an employee’s job 
would depend upon union membership 
in good standing. 


U.G.IL. to Sell Holdings 
in Connecticut Utility 


United Gas Improvement Co. dis- 
closed in an application filed with SEC 
this week that it will dispose of its 
$30,000,000 investment in Connecticut 
Light & Power Co. to meet require- 
ments of the integration provisions of 
the utility act. U.G.I. holdings total 
701,253 shares, or about 61.02 per cent 
of the total volting power. 

The shares, which were purchased at 
a cost of $39.84 each, were carried on 
the books of U.G.L. at $43.66 each. They 
will be offered publicly through under- 
writers headed by Drexel & Co. 


EHFA Closes Contracts 
With Co-ops and City 


Electric Home and Farm Authority 
has announced that contracts had been 
closed with the Riviera Utilities Corp., 
Foley, Ala.; Rayle Electric Member- 
ship Corp., Washington, Ga.; Slash 
Pine Electric Membership Corp., Hom- 
erville, Ga.; T.I.P. Rural Electric Co- 
operative, Brooklyn, Iowa, and the 
Cherokee County Electric Co-operative 
Assn., Rusk, Tex. Contracts provide 
co-operation in the financing of the 
sale of electric appliances. 

A contract with the T.LP. Rural 
Electric Co-operative provides for 
financing the wiring or rewiring of 
existing homes and farms. 

Contract covering appliance sales has 
also been closed with the City of Moul- 
trie, Ga. 
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Engineers Hints Test 
of “Death Sentence” 


Groundwork for a formal challenge 
of the constitutionality of entire Sec- 
tion 11(b)(1) of the 1935 Holding 
Company Act in the courts was made 
this week by Engineers Public Service 
Co. The company asked to introduce 
evidence before the SEC to show there 
is no connection between the remedies 
provided in Section 11 and the abuses 
cited for correction in the declared pol- 
icy of the law. 

Permission to introduce the evidence 
was not granted by the commission 
(Commissioners Healy, Eicher and Pike 
sitting en banc) at the hearing and 
there are indications SEC will seek to 
confine the scope of the company’s pre- 
sentation to some extent in a ruling 
probably issued by the time hearings 
reconvene April 8. The evidence will 
be allowed in some form, however, it is 
believed. 

Attorney William E. Tucker, counsel 
for EPS, argued to SEC that the policy 
cited by the act is directed primarily 
to: Cost of electricity or gas to con- 
sumers, economy of management and 
operation of operating companies, 
economy in raising capital, protection 
of investors, effectiveness of regulation, 
and adequacy and efficiency of service. 
Section 11(b) (1), Mr. Hucker argued, 
gives the SEC power which can be 
exercised only if certain control situa- 
tions exist and then only in respect to 
properties exceeding certain size quali- 
fications. 

Although SEC is not empowered to 
consider a constitutional question, Mr. 
Tucker asserted the right of EPS to 
introduce its evidence on that issue so 
that it would be in the record for court 
review of SEC orders under Section 11 


directed at EPS. 


Jersey Claims Right 
over Federal Co-op 


Scoring the efforts of the Tri-County 
Rural Electric Co., Inc., a REA co- 
operative organized in 1937, to operate 
with all the advantages of a utility and 
yet avoid state regulation, the New 
Jersey Board of Public Utility Commis- 
sioners has ruled that the co-op is sub- 
ject to its jurisdiction. 

The ruling was part of a decision 
filed in response to a petition by the 
Jersey Central Power & Light Co. in 
which it was complained that Tri- 
County was invading Jersey Central’s 
territory. 

The board held 


that Tri-County 


“sought to obtain all the rights, fran- 
chises and privileges of engaging in an 
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enterprise ‘affected with a public in- 
terest’ and at the same time avoid and 
circumvent, by resort to technical and 
fine-spun distinctions, the application 
of these policies—to find and take ad- 
vantage of a policy loophole in the 
regulatory laws.” 

Tri-County contended that the 
agency’s control is limited to utility com- 
panies whose services are “for public 
use.” The REA co-op maintained that 
it does not fall within this classifica- 
tion, because it serves only “members” 
who qualify for service by purchasing 
one share of co-op stock at $5. This 
contention was dismissed by the state 
commission. 


Low-Cost Housing Tenants 
Average $2.50 Revenue 


Tenants of low-cost housing units are 
not necessarily minimum customers, 
according to the experience of the 
Southern California Edison Co. When 
average monthly revenue in a large 
tract of low-cost homes adjacent to 
one of the Southern California aircraft 
factories approximated $2.50, a survey 
of 100 homes was made to determine 
appliance usage. The 100 homes con- 
tained 51 electric refrigerators, two 
ranges, 70 washers, 97 radios, one ironer 
and two mixers, in addition to lights. 

The houses were 414-room single 
family dwellings with no garage, de- 
signed to sell at an average price of 
$2,200, including lot. 


Northern States Power 
to Double Plant Capacity 


Northern States Power Co. will more 
than double the generating capacity at 
its High Bridge plant at St. Paul with 
the installation of a 50,000-kw. turbine- 
generator now nearing completion at 
the Schenectady Works of General 
Electric Co. and a duplicate unit on 
which construction will soon begin. 

Both units will be housed in a 
$4,000,000 addition now being made to 
the plant. The two new units are of 
the tandem-compound,  double-flow 
type, with hydrogen-cooled generators. 
Steam conditions will be 850 lb. gage, 
900 deg. 


Correction 


The story of the construction budget 
and the Edgewater station on page 7 
of the March 15, 1941, issue of ELEc- 
TRICAL WorRLD should have been about 
Wisconsin Power & Light Co. instead of 
Wisconsin Gas & Electric Co. 
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Standard Gas Plans 
to Divest Holdings 


Standard Gas & Electric Co. plans 
to dispose of all its utility subsidiaries 
other than the ones in the Pittsburgh 
area, eliminate its debt with funds ob. 
tained from sale of properties and to re. 
finance the remaining companies in the 
system. 

Leo T. Crowley, chairman and presi- 
dent, in a letter to stockholders stated 
that the management believes the solu- 
tion of the two problems of geographic 
integration and corporate and financial 
simplification must be viewed not 
merely as a means of compliance with 
the utility act but also as a necessary 
and practical treatment of obvious cor- 
porate needs. He said that the grad- 
ual and judicious disposal of equities, 
with concurrent reduction and ultimate 
elimination of debt, will solve both 
problems to the maximum benefit of 
holders of securities of Standard. 

Negotiations are now taking place for 
disposal of holdings in California Ore- 
gon Power Co., Mountain States Power 
Co. and Southern Colorado Power Co. 
The program for the future includes 
the sale of holdings in Oklahoma Gas 
& Electric Co., holdings, after resetting, 
of Northern States Power Co. and Wis- 
consin Public Service Corp. This will 
leave Standard its holdings in Philadel- 
phia Co. and Duquesne Light Co. Either 
Standard or Philadelphia Co. will be 
eliminated from the system to leave 
one holding company with the gas, 
electric and traction subsidiaries. Mr. 
Crowley sees no value for Standard 
common stock, but substantial value 
and earning power for the preferreds 
when the proposed plan is completed. 


Reynolds Metals Signs 
for Bonneville Power 


Reynolds Metals Co. has signed a 
20-year contract to take 40,000 kw. of 
Bonneville-Grand Coulee power for an 
aluminum production plant to be lo- 
cated at an unselected site in the Pacific 
Northwest. 

The contract contains a special kilo- 
watt-day rate authorized by the Federal 
Power Commission to apply until the 
new plant gets into full operation, but 
not to exceed 90 days. Thereafter the 
standard Bonneville kilowatt-year rate 
applies. 

The Reynolds plant, to be built with 
RFC loans, will have initial capacity of 
40,000,000 lb. of aluminum annually. 
The unit is in addition to a previous 60, 
000,000-Ib. annual capacity plant being 
built at Sheffield, Ala., to use TVA 
power. The West Coast unit is scheduled 
to begin operations about June 15. 
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Arkansas Valley Project 
Seen New Power Policy 


Would concentrate future multi-purpose developments in Department 
of Interior—Secretary would have final say-so in matters— 
President Roosevelt suggested provisions in bill 


A substitute bill for creating an 
Arkansas Valley Authority to dupli- 
cate in that watershed the TVA pro- 
gram is believed in Washington to 
contain a preview of a new New Deal 
policy of concentrating future multi- 
purpose development projects in the 
Department of Interior. The bill, of- 
fered by Senator Johnson of Colorado, 


provides for a board of five local 
representatives with broad advisory 
powers and a single administrator 
working under the Secretary of 
Interior. 


This proposed “sharing” of local- 
federal administration, in which Secre- 
tary Ickes would have the final say-so, 
was incorporated into the Johnson bill 
at the suggestion of President Roose- 
velt. The original AVA measure, spon- 
sored by Arkansas congressmen, pro- 
vided for an independent board of three 


similar to TVA. 
Board Set-up 


Senator Johnson himself is not par- 
ticularly interested in the type of 
administrative set-up for AVA. He 
originally planned only an amendment 
to the original measure to limit AVA’s 
control over irrigation waters of the 
upper Arkansas River above Dodge 
City, Kan., a modification included in 
his substitute measure. 

Inclusion of the revised adminis- 
trative set-up at the President’s request, 
however, brings the AVA proposal in 
line with the type of administration 
understood to be in the planning stage 
at the Department of Interior for the 
Bonneville-Grand Coulee development 
on the Columbia River. For this area, 
also, the original legislative plan has 
been abandoned. It called for a Co- 
lumbia River Administrator appointed 
by Secretary Ickes to handle all power 
matters. The Ickes bill created a 
schism within New Deal ranks, one 
group headed by FPC Chairman Leland 
Olds arguing for local voice in this, 
and similar developments, and another 
of which TVA Director David Lilien- 
thal is an advocate arguing for con- 
solidation of all phases of the develop- 
ment (not just power) 
agency. 

Result has been agreement by Ickes 
to redraft his bill in such a way as to 
include the ideas of both groups, but 


in a single 
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still keep final authority for himself. 
Thus, if the new Columbia River bill 
follows the pattern suggested to Sen- 
ator Johnson by the President, it will 
provide for some sort of local advisory 
board to an Ickes-controlled admin- 
istrator with authority to recommend 
policies for irrigation and other pur- 
poses as well as power. Probabilities 
are that the present operators of the 
two dams—Army Engineers for Bon- 
neville and Bureau of Reclamation for 
Grand Coulee—will continue to oper- 
ate the dams, but practically stripped 
of more than managerial functions. 

Members of the advisory board set 
up by the Johnson bill would be ap- 
pointed by the President for six-year 
terms. One each would represent the 
St. Francis, Red and White River 
sectors, with two from the Arkansas 
River area—one from the upper and 
one the lower section. 


Will Get Land for Line 


In a supplementary order, issued at 
the request of the Illinois lowa Power 
Co., the company was directed by the 
Illinois Commerce Commission to ac- 


quire by purchase or condemnation by , 
the law of eminent domain two tracts 
of land needed for construction and 
operation of a 69,000-volt power line 
from Ashley, Washington County, to 
Centralia, Marion County, authorized 
in a certificate issued to the company 
September 25, 1940. The company 
stated it had been unable to acquire 
as yet these two needed tracts. 


Arizona Bill Would Create 
Power and Water Authority 


A proposal has been filed in the 
Arizona Legislature for creation of an 
Arizona Water and Power Authority to 
control and administer the power and 
water resources of the Colorado River 
and to develop power projects. 

The authority would not require tax 
money for its operations, under the pro- 
posal, but would operate on funds from 
Boulder Dam, now accrued in the 
amount of $900,000 and due to con- 
tinue at the rate of $300,000 annually 
for fifteen years. 


Cleveland Appliance Sales 


Energetic dealers and salesmen in 
the Cleveland area sold $13,867,136 of 
appliances during 1940. This total in- 
cluded 21,968 vacuum cleaners, 3,150 
ironing machines, 56.881 irons, 20,603 
percolators, 65,675 portable sight-saving 
lamps, 5,122 ranges, 37,138 refriger- 
ators and 24,948 washing machines, in 
addition to 
items. 


numerous miscellaneous 





GLASS-WINDOWED FEEDER—Students at Michigan State College get full view 
through the glass window of operations of interior of this spare feeder, an interesting 
part of 150,000-kva. G.E. metal-clad switchgear installed recently at the college's 
power station at East Lansing for 2,400-volt incoming power. 
shows complete interior of compartment housing the }us, current transformers, oil 
circuit breaker, elevating mechanism, shutters, cable pothead, ground bus, etc. 
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Executive Reports 
Rising Tax Trend 


Indications are that demand for 
power for both war and general ac- 
count should increase during the cur- 
rent year, with resultant expansion in 
the company’s gross earnings, but in 
view of the rising trend of the com- 
pany’s taxes, which totaled $1,340,000 
for provincial, federal and excess prof- 
its tax account in 1940, against $419,- 
000 in 1939, it is impossible to say what 
is likely to be the 1941 result in point 
of net earnings, James Wilson, presi- 
dent of the Shawinigan Water & Power 
Co., stated when interviewed following 
the recent annual stockholders’ meet- 
ing. 

Shareholders approved a by-law de- 
creasing the number of directors from 
fourteen to twelve consequent upon the 
resignation of J. A. Aldred as chairman 
of the board and of J. A. Walls as a 
director. 

Referring briefly to the balance 
sheet, Mr. Wilson said that the year’s 
substantial improvement in liquid posi- 
tion—working capital rose from $1.- 
840,362 to $6,777,793—had resulted 
mainly from the sale of St. Maurice 
Power Corp. first mortgage bonds. 


Issues Certificates to 
Write Off Expansion 


Issuance of certificates of necessity 
permitting plant expansion to be writ- 
ten off in 60 months on tax returns is 
speeding up considerably. The list 
of certificates issued to the end of Feb- 
ruary include the following relating to 
electrical equipment: General Electric 
Co., turbo superchargers for aircraft 
engines, turbines and controls, $13,752.- 
000; Buffalo Niagara Electric Corp., 
transmission lines, $41,000; Electro- 
Motive Corp., Diesel power plants, 
$1,868,000; Nantahala Power & Light 
Co., electric power, $15,073,000; Ni- 
agara, Lockport & Ontario Power Co., 
transmission lines, $70,000; St. Law- 
rence River Power Co., electric power, 


G.E. Safety Record 


The lowest occupational fatality rec- 
ord since 1935 was established by Gen- 
eral Electric Co. last year, according 
to George E. Sanford, chairman of the 
general safety committee. A new rec- 
ord low for days lost per 1,000 hours 
worked also was established. Only one 
occupational death was recorded. A 
construction engineer fell from a lad- 
der on a construction job, broke his 
leg and died several weeks later of 
pneumonia while still in the hospital 





10 (1066) 


from the fracture. This 
fatality compares with seven in 1939, 
four in 1937, eight in 1936 and none 
in 1935. Only one-quarter of a day 
was lost for each 1,000 hours worked. 


recovering 


Report on Wheeler Dam 


TVA has published a technical re- 
port on its Wheeler Dam project to 
give the engineering profession and 
the general public facts about the plan- 
ning, design and construction of the 
project on the Tennessee River. The 
volume, containing 362 pages and 147 
illustrations, is the second of a series 
of TVA technical reports, the first was 
on the Norris project published in 1939. 
Copies may be procured from the 
Superintendent of Documents, Wash- 
ington, D. C., at $1 each. 


Dismiss Rate Complaint 
of Wachusett Customers 


Federal Power Commission, acting 
upon a request filed by the complain- 
ants, has dismissed, without prejudice 
to possible future action, the rate com- 
plaint filed with the commission by the 
customers of Wachusett Electric Co.. 
Clinton, Mass., naming New England 
Power Co. and the Wachusett Electric 
Co. as defendants. 

The defendant companies concurred 
in the customers’ petition requesting 
dismissal of the proceeding, the com- 
mission’s order states. The complaint 
charged that New England Power Co. 
grants undue preference to other cus- 
tomers, subjecting the Wachusett com- 
pany and its customers at Clinton and 
nearby communities to unfair differ- 
ences in rates for electric energy. 





COMING MEETINGS 


Edison Electric Institute—Annual sales conference, 
Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago, IIl., March 
31-Apri! 3: annual convention, Buffalo, N. Y., 
June 2-5. Major H. S. Bennion, managing di- 
rector, 420 Lexington Avenue, New York. 


American Society of Mechanical Engineers— 
Spring meeting, Atlanta, Ga., April 1-3; semi- 
annual meeting, Kansas City, Mo., June 16-20. 
C. E. Davies, national secretary, 29 West 39th 
St., New York, N. Y. 


National Accounting Conference—American Gas 
Association-Edison Electric Institute, Netherland 
Plaza Hotel, Cincinnati, Ohio, April 7-8. 


Midwest Power Conference—Fourth annual meet- 
ing, Palmer House, Chicago Ill., April 9-10. 
Charles N. Nash, conference secretary, Illinois 
Institute of Technology, 3300 Federal St., Chi- 
cago, Ill. 


Missouri Valley Electric Association—Rural and 
sales conference, April 14-15; spring accounting 
conference, Continental Hotel, Kansas City, 
Mo., May 22-23. |. D. Pettegrew, director, 
1527 Sharp Bldg., Lincoln, Neb. 


Northwest Electric Light and Power Association— 
Engineerin and operation section, Portland, 
Ore., April 16-18. Pau! P. Ashworth, chairman, 
Telluride Power Co., Richfield, Utah. 


Electrochemical Society — Spring meeting, Cleve- 
and, Ohio, April 16-19. Colin G. Fink, secre- 
tary, Columbia University, New York, N. Y. 


Maryland Utilities Association—Spring meeting, 
Lord Baltimore Hotel, Baltimore, Md., April 18 
G. F. Jones, secretary, Potomac-Electric Power 
Co. Building, Washington, D. C. 


Porcelain Enamel Institute — Annual meeting, 
French Lick Springs Hotel, French Lick, Ind., 
April 17-18. 


Greater New York Safety Council—Annual safety 
convention and exhibit, New York, N. Y., April 
22-25. Greater New York Safety Council, Inc., 
Lincoln Building, 60 East 42d St., New York. 


Missouri Association of Public Utilities—Annua! 
convention, Elms Hotel, Excelsior Springs, Mo., 
April 23-25. Jesse Blythe, assistant secretary 
Merchants Bank Bldg., 101 West High St., Jef- 
ferson City, Mo. 


Illuminating Engineering Society—Pacific Division, 
second annual lighting conference, Pacific Gas 
& Electric Co. auditorium, 245 Market St., San 
Francisco, April 25-26. William P. Bear, genera! 
chairman, 245 Market St., San Francisco. 


Arkansas Utilities Association—Annual convention, 
Arlington Hotel, Hot Springs National Park, 
Ark., April 28-29. R. E. Ritchie, secretary, Post 
Office, Box 551, Little Rock, Ark. 


Association of Iron and Steel Engineers—Spring 


conference, Youngstown, Ohio, April 28. Brent 
Wiley, managing director, Empire Bldg., Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers—North 
Eastern District, Rochester, N. Y., April 30-May 
2; summer meeting, Toronto, Canada, June |6- 
20. H. H. Henline, national secretary, 29? West 
39th St., New York, N. Y. 


Southeastern Electric Exchange—Annua! confer- 
ence, Bon Air Hotel, Augusta, Ga., May | 
J. W. Talley, executive secretary, 303 Haas- 
Howell Bldg., Atlanta, Ga. 


National Metal Trades Association—Annua! con- 
vention, Palmer House, Chicago, IlI., May 8-9. 
Harry S. Flynn, secretary, 122 S$. Michigan Av., 
Chicago, Ill. 


National Electrical Manufacturers Association— 
Spring meeting, The Homestead, Hot Springs 
Va., May 11-15. W. J. Donald, managing direc- 
tor, 155 East 44th St., New York, N. Y. 


National Fire Protection Association — Annua 
meeting, Royal York Hotel, Toronto, Canada 
May 12-17. Robert S. Moulton, technica! secre 
tary, 60 Batterymarch St., Boston, Mass 


National Electrical Wholesalers Association—Ar- 
nual convention, The Homestead, Hot Springs 
Va., May 18-22. E. Donald Tolles, managing 
director, 165 Broadway, New York, N. Y 


Pacific Coast Electrical Association—Annual 
vention, Hotel del Coronado, Coronado, Calif 
May 21-24. 


Empire State Gas & Electric Association—£ ectric 
operating group, Van Curler Hotel, Schenec- 
tady, N. Y., May 23. George H. Smith, secre- 
tary, Grand Central Terminal, New York, N. 


Public Utilities Advertising Association—Annua 
convention, Hotel Statler, Boston, Mass., May 
26-27. James Macdonald, chairman, Boston 
Edison Co., Boston. 


National Association of Purchasing Agents — 
Annual convention, Chicago, Ill., May 26-29. 
G. A. Renard, executive secretary-treas 
Park Place, New York, N. Y. 


American Society of Heating and Ventilating En- 
gineers—Semi-annual meeting, Palace Hote 
San Francisco, Calif., June 16-19. A. V. Hutch- 
inson, secretary, 51 Madison Av., New York 
N.Y 

American Society for Testing Materials—Annua 

meeting, Palmer House, Chicago, Ill., June 23- 


27. R. E. Hess, assistant secretary, 260 Soutn 
Broad St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Canadian Electrical Association—Annua! meet 


ing, Seigniory Club, P. Q., Canada, June 25- 
27. 8B. C. Fairchild, secretary, 804 nways 
Bldg., Montreal. 
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Quite recently we quoted the words of a great 
man who said: “Everyone owes something to 
the industry of which he is a part.” 

We also said that we here at Line Material 
Company had contributed much to the utility 
industry. 

Line Material Company’s development of Fuse 
Cutouts is an outstanding contribution! 

The L-M Throttle Fuse introduced in 1918 
was the first indicating fuse cutout. It was a 
remarkable success. 

In 1920 Line Material Company brought out 
the first cutout in dry process porcelain box. 
This was improved as time went on. 

A further development resulted in the first 
wet process porcelain housed cutout, the fore- 
runner of all porcelain housed cutouts of today. 
This was launched in 1927. 

Line Material Company pioneered the first 
modern drop-out cutout in porcelain housing 
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in 1932, a cutout in which the door dropped 
open. This was followed by additional de- 
velopments which culminated in 1935 in the 
announcement of the PVD drop-out cutout 
now so widely used and further improved since 
that time. 

And on all these successful ‘“‘firsts’’, licenses 
have been granted to other manufacturers un- 
der L-M patents. Because of this policy, the 
utility companies have secured better cutouts 
from a number of manufacturers without pay- 
ing a premium price. 

In fact, utilities actually paid more for a 
cutout of the 1918 vintage than they do today 
for the highly refined drop- 
out cutout. 

This sort of development 
is service of the highest order. 
... It is REAL contribution. 
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METER DISPLAY—Narragansett Electric Co., Providence, R. I., makes good use of window display space in an 
educational program describing different types of electric meters to customers 


PRINTING AMMETER—T. G. Le Clair, supervising development 

engineer of Commonwealth Edison Co., Chicago, at the new type 

of automatic printing ammeter which periodically records and 

totals the current flow in as many as 50 different power lines. 

It was perfected after years of development and operating tests 
by Mr. Le Clair 


FLUORESCENT FLOODLIGHTING — What is 
said to be one of the first outside commercial 
year-around fluorescent floodlighting installa- 
tions in the country has been completed and 
in operation at the Rumford Chemical Works 
outside of Providence, R. I. There have been 
no lighting failures due to weather changes 
or temperatures. Installation comprises 30 
G.E. (L-53) floodlights, inclosed type, with 
24-in., 15-watt, white lamps, located on 
catwalk 
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REDDY ON RADIO—Rocky Mountajn Elect 
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ts Electrical League has launched 

iting with radio playing an impor- 
ym ithe Electric Institute at Denver is 
irngn A.W. Bureau at Denver; Eliza- 
tion of he bureau and director of the 
E.L advertising division chairman 


N.H.E.C. LEADERS—Reporting 498 miles of rural lines now in use under the New Hampshire Electric 
Co-operative, Inc., President W. J. Neal of Meredith told the annual meeting of the group at Concord 
that five substations will shortly be in service and that 1,367 miles of lina are completed or under contract. 
Energy is purchased from existing utility circuits for co-operative distribution. L. to r., front—L. M. Huntress, 
Plymouth, project superintendent: C. H. Chesley, Northwood, treasurer: G, H. Duncan, East Jaffrey, secre- 
tary: F. A. Barton, Lempster, vice-president: W. J. Neal. Rear, 1. ta r.—C. D. Perkins, Wendell: R. A. Hicks, 
Colebrook, and A. L. Felker, commissioner of agriculture: three directors, Judson King, REA, Washington. 
D. C., consultant; M. E. Locke, Ashland, director, and F. E. George, Concord, attorney for the co-operstive 


MORE POWER—New 15,00)- 

kw. Allis-Chalmers turbo-gen- 

erator installed at Lakeside 

power plant of Springfield (IIl.) 

Water, Light & Power Depart- 

ment, which will go into serv- 
ice in April 


CLOSE WORK—tThreading the 300-ton rotor of a 42,500-hp., single-phase 

General Electric generator at the Safe Harbor hydro station. This is the 

seventh unit at Safe Harbor Water Power Corp.'s station, bringing capacity 
to 297,500 hp. 
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N MAKING copper wire as nearly perfect as is possible, the 

Anaconda Wire & Cable Company has used the resources 
and technical facilities of the entire Anaconda organization. 
This coordinated metailurgical supervision by a single organi- 
zation safeguards quality at every step——from “ore to finished 
product.” 

After the ore is mined, control begins at the smelter and 
continues through the refinery, the casting of wire bars, hot 
rolling and cleaning of rods and wire drawing. And then, 
through the annealing and tinning operations. But, that isn’t all. 

Further research and development of products are continu- 
ally being carried out in the laboratory. The result: The cus- 
tomer benefits by obtaining the best electrical wire Lr. 
that it is possible to produce. _ = 
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Weekly Power Output 
Rate at High Level 


The slight drop in power production 
for the week ended March 22 was less 
than seasonal and only one division— 
Pacific Coast—failed to show a per- 
centage gain over a year ago. Output 
for the industry was 15.9 per cent above 
the 1940 week. 

Total production was 2,808,915,000 
kw.-hr., against 2,424,350,000 kw.-hr. in 
the same week last year, according to 
report of the Edison Electric Institute. 
The gain over the same 1939 week was 
approximately 27.7 per cent, the larg- 
est such gain so far this year. In fact, 
the 15.9 per cent gain over 1940 week 
was also the largest so far this year. 

The pattern of weekly output figures 
so far this year is following much the 


same trend as 1937, when industrial 


Weekly Output, Millions Kw.-Hr. 


194] 1940 1939 
Mar. 22 2,809 Mar. 23 2,424 Mar. 24 2,198 
Mar. I5 2,817 Mar. 16 2,460 Mar. 18 2,225 
Mar. 8 2,835 Mar. 9 2,464 Mar. I! 2,238 
Mar. | 2,825 Mar. 2 2,479 Mar. 4 2,244 
Feb. 22 2,820 Feb. 24 2,455 Feb. 25 2,226 
Feb. 15 2,810 Feb. |7 2,476 Feb. 18 2,249 
Feb. 8 2,824 Feb. 10 2,523 Feb. I! 2,268 
Feb. | 2,830 Feb. 3 2,541 Feb. 4 2,287 
Jan. 25 2,830 Jan. 27 2,566 Jan. 28 2,293 
Jan. 18 2,844 Jan. 20 2,572 Jan. 21 2,290 
Per Cent Change from Previous Week 


Week Ending 


Mar. 22 Mar. 15 Mar. 8 


New England +20.3 +16.5 +17.1 
Middle Atlantic +-13.8 +-12.1 +11.8 
Central Industrial +-20.2 +18.5 +18.1 
West Central. +-10.9 + 8.8 + 9.1 
Southern States +20.0 +-17.4 +19.6 
Rocky Mountain +-13.8 +10.5 +12.3 
Pacific ... +- 6,0 +- 8.7 +11.5 

United States +15.9 +14,5 +15.1 


Billions of Kw-Hr. 


J FM AM J J. 


activity was growing previous to the 
slump which set in during early fall. 
Every effort is being made to speed 
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defense production and the effect on 
industry in general is one of growing 
power consumption. 





Energy Sales 12.9% 
Higher in December 


Energy sales by the electric light and 
power industry to ultimate customers 
during December rose 12.9 per cent 
over the same 1939 month, while reve- 
nue was up 7.3 per cent and number 
of customers increased 3.7 per cent. 


A emt rete teen SS nS remem RR 


December, 1940, 
and Change from 1939 (Revised Series) 


Classification of Sales, 


Million Kw.-Hr. % 
1940 1939 Change 





Residential or domestic 2,222 +~=+1,978 +-12.3 
Rural (distinct rural sales) 109 13 = 43 
Commercial or industrial 

Small light & power 2,033 1,877 8.4 

Large light & power 5.448 4,672 +16.6 
Street & highway lighting 216 28 + 2.5 
Other public authorities 248 217 +144 
Railways & railroads 

Street & interurban 368 360 2.2 

E ectrified steam . 182 171 + 6.6 
Interdepartmental . 67 52 +27.3 
Total to ult. consumers....10,895 9,654 +12.9 


nen cence sme en ee 
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Sales totaled 10,895,018,000 kw.-hr.. 
against 9,654,194,000 kw.-hr. in Decem- 
ber, 1939, according to the Edison Elec- 
tric Institute. Revenue was $219,913,- 
000, against $204.863,600. The average 
use per customer for the year ended 
December 31, 1940. was 952 kw.-hr., 
against 897 kw.-hr. in 1939. The aver- 
annual bill was $36.56. aga/nst 
$35.88. and the average rate was 3.84 
cents, against 4 cents, a drop of 4 per 
cent. 


age 


Total generation during December 
was 13.099,225.000 kw.-hr.. divided 
8.797.038.000 fuel and 4,302.187,000 
hydro. against 11.735.977,000 kw.-hr., 


divided 3.105.261.000 hydro and 8.630.- 
716.000 fuel, during the 1939 month. 
Customers at the end of December 
totaled 30.191.001, against 29,105,306 
at the end of 1939. Residential custom- 
ers increased 4.1 per cent during the 
year from 23,965,035 to 24,951,906. Ru- 
ral customers increased 8.1] 
from 634,249 to 685.812. 


per cent 


1941 


Approves Utility Purchase 


SEC has approved the acquisition by 
California Public Co. of the 
water and electric properties of Central 


Service 


Mendocino County Power Co. California 
Public Service, subsidiary of Peoples 
Light & Power Co., will pay $235,000 
for the Peoples Light & 
Power proposes to dispose of its sub- 


properties. 


sidiary in meeting the requirements of 
the utility act. 


FPC Hearing Postponed 


Federal upon 
consideration of a proposal transmit- 
ted by Peoples Power Co. of Moline, IL, 
to make recommended adjustments in 
its accounts, has postponed until April 
7 the public hearing on a show-cause 


Power Commission, 


order heretofore scheduled to begin on 


March 24. 
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Roebling Names E. C. Low 
General Sales Manager 


Ernest C. Low has been appointed 
general manager of sales of John A. 
Roebling’s Sons Co., Trenton, N. J. Mr. 
Low has been identified with the Roeb- 
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ling organization for 32 years. Upon 
graduation from college in 1909 he 
joined the California division of the 
company at Los Angeles, serving in 
various sales capacities. 

He was appointed manager of the 
San Francisco branch in 1930, and 
last year was elected president and gen- 
eral manager of John A. Roebling’s 
Sons Co. of California. His new head- 
quarters will be at Trenton. 


> Epwin S. Wesster, co-founder of 
Stone & Webster, Inc., has been elected 
chairman of the board, succeeding the 
late Charles A. Stone. The office of 
vice-chairman, formerly held by Mr. 
Webster. was eliminated. 


P Ray C. WAKEFIELD, member of the 
California Railroad Commission, has 
been named to the post of Federal Com- 
munications Commissioner by President 
Roosevelt. A former Fresno, Calif., 
attorney, Mr. Wakefield has been a 
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member of the California Commission 
since 1937. He served one year as 
president. In addition he is a vice- 
president of the National Association 
of Railroad and Utilities Commission- 
ers. No successor has as yet been 
named to fill his term on the California 
commission, which has two years to run. 


Milo R. Maltbie Confirmed 


The nomination of Milo R. Maltbie 
for reappointment to the New York 
Public Service Commission was con- 
firmed last week by the New York 
Senate by a vote of 22 to 19, the exact 
number of votes needed for confirma- 
tion. Mr. Maltbie was first appointed 
to the commission, first district, in 
1907, serving until 1915. He has been 
chairman since 1930. Mr. Maltbie will 
be 70 years old on April 3. 


> Donato S. McKenzie has been ap- 
pointed sales manager of the plastics 
department of the General Electric Co. 
Mr. McKenzie, who will be located at 
Pittsfield, Mass., succeeds W. H. MiL- 
TON, JR., recently named assistant man- 
ager of the department. Mr. McKenzie 
was formerly affiliated with the Gen- 
eral Electric Co. at Nela Park in Cleve- 
land. 


> H. A. Martin, for the past three 
years resident engineer on the High 
Point power project for Murray & 
Flood, engineers of New York, with 
headquarters at Winston-Salem, N. C., 
has been called into service by the U. S. 
Army. He will serve his year of active 
service with the 360th Engineers, in 
New York City. as assistant engineer of 
the eastern division. Before going to 
Winston-Salem Mr. Martin was an elec- 
trical engineer for the Electric Bond & 
Share Co., chief engineer of the People’s 
Light & Power Corp., both of New York, 
and division manager of the West Coast 
Power Co., Portland, Ore. 


EWS ABOUT PEOPLE 


Allis-Chalmers Assigns 
New Duties to L. H. Hill 


Lee H. Hill has been appointed 
assistant manager of the electrical de- 
partment, Allis-Chalmers Manufactur- 
ing Co. Mr. Hill has been head of the 
company’s transformer department 
since 1936, and will now assume, among 
other duties, general supervision of 
the electrical department’s sales pro- 
motional activities, with particular ref- 
erence to developing public utility busi- 
ness. 

Mr. Hill served two years as an in- 
structor in electrical engineering at 
Cornell University immediately follow- 
ing his graduation from that institution; 
then became associated with the West: 
inghouse Electric & Manufacturing Co. 
as transformer design engineer and as 










engineer-in-charge of power trans 
former development. For a number of 
years he was manager of the trans- 
former division of the American Brown 
Boveri Co., and joined the Allis 
Chalmers Co. in 1931 when it absorbed 
Brown Boveri. 

Mr. Hill is not only an authority on 
power transformer design but is thor- 
oughly conversant with all classe- of 
transformer design and practice. He 
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holds more than 40 patents relating to 
transformers and has written extensive 
and valuable contributions on the gen- 
eral subject. Mr. Hill has been active 
in the affairs of the American Institute 
of Electrical Engineers, 
numerous committees. 

He has done outstanding work in 
the development of tap-changing-under- 
load equipment, inert gas protective 
systems for transformers, auxiliary 
forced-air-blast cooling and _ step-volt- 
age regulators. 


serving on 


New Assignments Made 
by Rochester Gas 


Robert E. Ginna, superintendent of 
the rate and contract department of the 
Rochester Gas & Electric Corp., has 
been appointed assistant to the presi- 
dent, Herman Russell. He will also 
be responsible for rate work and other 
operations which have been carried on 
by him up to now. He will receive 
special assignments from the president. 

E. R. Crofts, formerly general super- 
intendent of electrical operations, has 
been made assistant to Vice-President 
Joseph P. Haftenkamp and under his 
supervision will be responsible for 
operation. 

Following the death of Ernest C. 
Scobell, John F. Clark was advanced 
to the position of comptroller and will 
supervise and carry on operations form- 
erly handled by Mr. Scobell. Mr. Clark 
is also company treasurer. 

Walter Consler, superintendent of 
electric distribution, has been advanced 
to the position of general superintend- 
ent of electrical operations to succeed 
Mr. Crofts. Mr. Consler joined Roches- 
ter Gas in 1900 as a messenger in the 
electric meter department. Advancing 
from one minor position to another, he 
finally became foreman of the electric 
meter department, then foreman of the 
line department. Later he served as 
assistant superintendent of electric dis- 
tribution and then superintendent of 
electric distribution. 

Harvey Klumb has been appointed 
superintendent of electric distribution 
to succeed Mr. Consler. He joined the 
company in 1916 in the electric meter 
repair department. Advancing steadily, 
he became head of the electric labora- 
tory and later assistant superintendent 
of electric distribution. 


> Epwarp F. Barrett, president of the 
Long Island Lighting Co., has been 
appointed first vice-president of the 
Eest River Savings Bank. He has been 
a ‘rustee of the bank since 1920 and a 
Vice-president since 1937. 
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Francis J. Brett 


Francis J. Brett, vice-president and 
controller of the Niagara Hudson 
Power Corp., New York, died, of a 
heart attack, at his home in New 
Rochelle, N. Y.. on March 23. He was 
49 years old. 


Mr. Brett’s connection with Niagara 





Blank & Stoller 
Hudson Power System began 33 years 
ago. He worked through various de- 
partments of the Niagara Falls Power 
Co. and in 1917 became general auditor 
of the Tonawanda Power Co. Shortly 
after the formation of Buffalo, Niagara 
& Eastern Power Corp., in 1925, Mr. 
Brett became its assistant treasurer and 


later its treasurer. When in 1929 
Niagara Hudson Power Corp. was 


formed as the parent company he be- 
came its assistant treasurer. In 1930 he 
became its controller and in 1936 a 
vice-president. He was elected a direc- 
tor last year. 

Mr. Brett was also a director of the 
Central Hudson Gas & Electric Corp., 
vice-president of the Buffalo, Niagara 
& Eastern Power Corp., director and 
treasurer of the Utilities Mutual In- 
surance Co. He was a member of the 
Controllers Institute of America. 


A. J. Lindemann 
A. J. Lindemann. founder of the A. J. 


Lindemann & Hoverson Co., Milwaukee, 
Wis., and past-president and chairman 
of the board, died on March 12, in his 
eighty-seventh year. Born in Hamburg, 
on March 26, 1854. Mr. Lindemann 
went to Milwaukee at an early age, 


settling in that city. He started a 
small retail hardware store in 1875, 


which was the foundation of the pres- 
ent extensive stove manufacturing plant. 
In the course of his career Mr. Linde- 
mann made outstanding contributions 
to the stove industry. He was vice- 
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president of the Wisconsin State Board 
of Managers of the St. Louis World’s 
Fair in 1903, director of the National 
Association of Manufacturers and dele- 
gate to the London World Power Con- 
ference in 1924, 


Elmer E. Woodward 


Elmer E. Woodward, president of the 
Woodward Governor Co., Rockford, IIl., 
died on December 31, at the age of 78. 
Mr. Woodward was born in 1862 in 
Rockford, the son of Amos W. Wood- 
ward, founder of the Woodward Gov- 
ernor Co. At the age of fourteen he be- 
gan his apprenticeship training, and 
for the rest of his life was continuously 
and actively in the company’s service. 
After becoming thoroughly expert in 
machine operation and shop practice 
he turned his attention to the science 
of governing and in 1899 revealed his 
first major contribution to that science. 
Entirely designed and built by him- 
self, he one day invited his father and 
other governor experts to view a dem- 
onstration of the first mechanically com- 
pensated governor. The new device led 
to Mr. Woodward’s appointment as 
chief engineer. In 1911 he was ready 
to announce a complete line of oil 
pressure governors for waterwheels. 
The application of complete automatic 
auxiliary equipment for waterwheel 
governors was made in 1917, followed 
in 1921 by the first successful motor- 
driven governor head. 

Mr. Woodward assumed the presi- 
dency of the Woodward Governor Co. in 
1921, remaining in active charge of all 
engineering. The first application of a 
hydraulic governor to Diesel engines in 
1933 and the development of a success- 
ful governor for controlling the pitch 
of airplane propellers, in 1934, opened 
up two new fields in addition to the 
established waterwheel governor. 

For his outstanding work in the 
engineering field he was made a fellow 
of the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers in 1939 and in 1940 he was 
among those honored as Modern 
Pioneers by the National Association 
of Manufacturers, in connection with 
the centennial celebration of the Ameri- 
can patent system. 


> M. R. Lunp, manager of commercial 
sales of the Washington Water Power 
Co., Spokane, died on February 15 
after a prolonged illness. Mr. Lund was 
born in 1897. He had been a resident of 
Spokane for the past seventeen years 
and entered the employ of the Wash- 
ington Water Power Co. in 1925. He 
was promoted to supervisor of suburban 
sales and was named manager of com- 
mercial sales in 1940. 
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General Cable Shows 
Backlog at New Peak 


Unfilled orders of General Cable 
Corp. are in excess of total on hand at 
the year-end and the largest in the 
corporation’s history, President Dwight 
R. G. Palmer told stockholders at the 
annual meeting. 

Mr. Palmer said that the total is 
growing, despite heavy operations 
which he said are being conducted at 
a profitable level. There is a constantly 
increasing demand for metals and the 
industry is having a difficult time ob- 
taining the necessary supplies to meet 
not alone commercial needs, but also 
increasing requirements for national de- 
fense, Mr. Palmer pointed out. 

It is expected by the middle of the 
year that demand will be so great that 
all company plants will be operating 
at the limit of existing capacity. 

The annual report showed gross profit 
on sales, before depreciation, of $7,110.- 
133, against $3,860,587 in 1939. Net 
income was $2,705,362, against $733.- 
166. The balance transferred to earned 
surplus was $2,455,362 for 1940. 


Crosley Sales Rise 
Sharply Over 1940 


With refrigeration facilities oper- 
ating at fullest capacity, the Crosley 
Corp. has already received firm orders 
for 1941 for 52.7 per cent as many 
refrigerators as were shipped during 
the entire record year of 1940, Rob- 
ert I. Petrie, vice-president and general 
sales manager, announced. 

Shipments of refrigerators during 
February showed an increase of more 
than 125 per cent over the sales total 
for the corresponding month in 1940, 
while sales of radios during the past 
month were 118 per cent greater than 
for February, 1940. Shipments of 
Crosley washers were 28 per cent 
heavier in February than a year ago. 
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ANUFACTURING - MARKETS 


The backlog of unfilled orders in both 
the refrigerator and radio divisions is 
still of record proportions, Mr. Petrie 
said. 


Trumbull Electric Opens 
Two New Factories 


Trumbull Electric Manufacturing 
Company of Plainville, Conn.,  an- 
nounces that on March 10 it trans- 
ferred its equipment from the Ludlow, 
Ky., plant to a much larger factory in 
Norwood, Ohio, which is a part of 
metropolitan Cincinnati. This new fac- 
tory contains triple the floor space of 
the old plant. 

The company also has purchased an 
additional factory in Plainville, Conn., 
known as the West Plant. The acquisi- 
tion of these added factories will mate- 
rially increase this company’s produc- 
tion facilities. 
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Allis-Chalmers Nets 
$2.84 Capital Share 


Unfilled orders of Allis-Chalmers 
Manufacturing Co. at the end of 1940 
totaled $59,755,289, as against $19,730,- 
594 at the end of 1939, President Max 
W. Babb stated in the annual report to 
stockholders. The national defense 
program is largely responsible for the 
greatly increased backlog of unfilled 
orders, he stated. “Completion dates 
for an appreciable part of these orders 
extend well into 1943, a factor which 
should reflect itself in the maintenance 
of a more uniform flow of production.” 

Orders booked during 1940 totaled 
$127,121,661, against $83,658,734 in the 
preceding year. Sales billed totaled 
$87.096.966. against $74,339,551, and 
net income was $5,051,444, or $2.84 a 
share. as against net of $3,719,546, or 
$2.09 a share in 1939. Inventories were 
$37,547,503, against $30,335,006. 

During 1940 a total of $1,142,830 was 


‘ aii ‘ales 





DEALER CONFERENCE—Executives attending the New England dealer meeting of 
the Graybar Electric Co. in Boston at which new models of home appliances were dis- 
played. L. to r., seated—H. C. Parsons, J. M. O'Donnell. Standing—R. C. Litchfield, 


W. J. Cashman, C. S. Powell and A. S. Bross 
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expended for new machinery and equip- 
ment and for improvements to existing 
buildings. 

At the end of the year there were 
16.908 employees, against 14,456 a year 
previous. 

Conselidated income account for year 
1940 compares as follows: 








1940 1939 
ee re . $87,096,966 $74,339,551 
Costs and expenses 76,998,097 67,086,409 
Depreciation 1,292,267 1,272,347 
Operating income $8,806,602 $5,980,795 
Other income... 888,926 900 243 
Total income $9,695,528 $6,881,038 
Interest, etc 1,032,721 1,026,947 
Profit . ated $8,662,807 $5,854,091 
tSpecial credit.. 14,689 74,777 
Profit pecates $8,677,496 $5,928,868 
Federal income and excess 
profit taxes. . 2,518,000 1,108,500 
Inventory reserve 1,108,052 1,100,822 
Net profit . $5,051,444 $3,719,546 
Dividends 2,664,027 2,220,021 
GN oitien ioe peosueaee $2,387,417 $1,499,525 
t From liquidation of accounts receivable of 


Advance-Rumely Corp. and B. F. Avery & Sons, 
Inc. 


Electrical Exports 


Exports of household electrical ap- 
pliances during January, as reported by 
the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce, shows fans, $43,409; wash- 
ing machines, $27,514; washing ma- 
chine parts, $24,026; vacuum cleaners, 
$10,690; flatirons, $16,360; ranges, 
$42.031; a.-c. generators, $41,740; d.-c. 
generators, $42,297, and 
other measuring meters, 


watt-hour and 
$50.827. 


Buys New Jersey Plant 


The Cornell-Dubilier Electric Corp. 
has purchased the million-dollar plant 
of the Kendall Co. of New Bedford, 
Mass., according to Octave Blake. Jr., 
president. This new plant will add more 
than a quarter million square feet of 
manufacturing floor space to facilities 
now existing at South Plainfield, N. J. 


Plans New Building 


Westinghouse has purchased land for 
erection of a new building in San Fran- 
cisco. Land and building will cost more 
than $300.000. 





New York Metal Prices 


Mar.26,'41 Mar.18,'41 

Cents per Cents per 

Pound Pound 
Copper, electrolytic. 12.00* 12.00* 
Lead, A. S. & R. Price 5.75 5.75 
Antimony 14.00 14.00 
Nickel, Ingot 35.00 35.00 
Zinc Spots 7.64 7.64 
Tin, Straits 52.50 52.25 
Aluminum, 99 per cent.. 17.00 17.00 


“Delivery Connecticut Valley. 
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Field Reports on Business 


Considerable heavy machinery and a variety of miscellaneous electrical equip- 
ment are being purchased. Utilities are buying siation and distribution needs. 
Industrial buying is becoming more pronounced. Utilities and dealers are 
pushing appliance sales drives with good results. 


NEW YORK 


Current outlook for electrical manufac- 
turers is increasing volume of business, 


higher operating costs and taxes and con- 
tinued pressure to step up production 
schedules to rush deliveries. Demand from 
utilities and industrials is likely to be 
higher as the defense program is speeded. 

Utilities are buying oil circuit breakers, 
switchgear and accessories, condensers, 
transformers, cable accessories, substation 
units, cable. There has been some demands 
for meters and turbine inquiries are being 
made. A wide variety of equipment is be- 
ing ordered by industrials. 

Appliance campaigns are now getting 
under full steam. Consolidated Edison has 
started its fourth bargain package drive. 
Dealers are pushing appliances and meet- 
ing with good response. Likelihood is that 
supplies may run short. The rise in wages 
and worker income is being reflected in 
retail trade. Oil burner sales tend upward 
and new orders are above a year ago. 
There are rumors of another price advance 
on refrigerators and a tightening of quotas. 
Washing machine prices are beginning to 
advance. 

Prospects are that Washington will soon 
be forced to lengthen the work-week if 
the flow of defense orders is to be speeded. 
The trade is giving this problem more 
consideration. 


NEW ENGLAND 


During the past week New England 
yards received contracts for 45 coastal 


ships amounting to $7,850,000. One ship- 
building company has placed an order for 
60 20-hp. motor-generator sets which will 
be used for welding. Small-motor bookings 
are continuing with a strong trend and 
recent orders include more than 300 hp. 
for a western Massachusetts machine tool 
builder, 120 fractionals for Rhode Island 
and several small lots ranging from groups 
totaling 50 hp. up. Ajax-Hultgren salt bath 
furnaces sold by the Boston office during 
recent weeks include two 50-kw. furnaces 
for tool heat-treating and a 60-kw. furnace 
for a prominent textile machinery manu- 
facturer. Inquiries for a wide range of 
applications are reported to be active; 
Chromalux heating units are selling well, 
and fluorescent lighting is moving ahead at 
a good pace. 

General Electric Supply Corp., Meriden, 
Conn., has been awarded a government 
order for lighting fixtures amounting to 
$2,913; Stanley Tool Division, New Britain. 
Conn., has received an order for $21,690 
worth of motor maintenance equipment, 
and the Stanley P. Rockwell Co., Inc., 
Hartford, a $10,500 furnace order from the 
Navy. Machine tool builders are busy and 
are drawing regularly on small motor 
manufacturers. 

Among large defense material contracts 
allotted recently is a $4,718,400 contract to 
Worthington Pump & Machinery Co., 
Holyoke, Mass., for artillery material. 
Housing contracts which promise large 
volumes of supplies for lighting and power 
are to be pushed to completion as soon as 
possible in this area. 

About 80.000 New England cotton tex- 
tile workers have been given a 10 per cent 
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wage increase. Acceptance of electric cook- 
ing is more evident in Vermont, where 20 
ranges were sold in one week of March. 


CHICAGO 


Plans were set in motion last week to 
maintain a steady flow of defense sub- 
contracting work from primary contractors 
to thousands of medium and small manu- 
facturers in this district. This practice 
will greatly broaden the effect of the pro- 
gram and undoubtedly result in_ still 
further plant expansions and equipment 
purchases. Many large manufacturers in 
this area have accumulated tremendous 
backlogs and are seeking additional facili- 
ties in order to increase production. The 
demand for industrial electrical equipment 
is rising steadily to meet these expanding 
requirements. Orders covering a wide vari- 
ety of apparatus are being received in ex- 
ceptionally good volume. 

Utilities are buying equipment in sub- 
stantial amounts for a number of expansion 
projects which are progressing throughout 
the Middle’ West. Commonwealth Edison 
Co. will soon begin work on construction 
of two substation additions. New building 
construction in this area for the first two 
months of 1941 shows an increase of 126 
per cent over the same period last year. 

Proposals were asked on 98,000 ft. of 
various sizes of cable for street lighting. 
Defense contracts placed with local manu- 
facturers for electrical equipment included 
electric trucks, $15,200; switchboards, $22,- 
129: wire and cable, $28,710; portable 
drills, $129,271; metering devices, $20,195. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Considerable heavy machinery is fea- 
turing present purchasing. Pacific Gas & 
Electric Co. is doubling the capacity of 
its Oleum plant on upper San Francisco 
Bay by adding a 50,000-kva. steam-gener- 
ating unit and is buying an 11,000-kva. 
hydro equipment for its new Upper Nar- 


rows plant on the Yuba River above 
Marysville. Tacoma is ordering three 


12.000-kva. Westinghouse transformers for 
$53,298 and Los Angeles is paying $63,217 
for the motor-driven feed pumps for its 
harbor plant. General Electric at §$2,- 
858,300 was low bidder for furnishing 
and installing four 60,000-kva. generators 
and auxiliaries for the Bonneville power 
house. Electro-Metallurgical Co. has con- 
tracted for 35.000 kw. of Bonneville power 
for its projected carbide and ferro-alloy 
plant on the lower Columbia River. 


Other industrial business includes 60 
sizes 3 to 40-hp. motors costing $30,000 


for a Berkeley iron works, and a miscel- 
laneous equipment of G. E. motor-genera- 
tor sets, Pyranol transformers and ciccuit- 
breakers costing $125,000 for Mare Island 
Navy Yard expansion. 

FHA housing is registering a 40 per 
cent increase over even last year’s record 
figures and tract builders report quick 
sales. The California industry-wide cam- 
paign on electric ranges and water heat- 
ers is highly successful and small appli- 
ance sales have picked up noticeably be- 
cause of better weather and “leader” bar- 
gain offers. 
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Stocks and Bonds Move in Narrow Range 
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Slight changes in the prices of electric light and power securities during the past week 
left the “Electrical World” stock and bond indices unchanged—stocks at 25.9, bonds at 
105.9. They stood at 30.7 and 106.2 respectively last year. 





Pacific Gas Drops 
Refinancing Plan 


The $110,000.000 refunding program 
of the Pacific Gas & Electric Corp. has 
been abandoned, it was announced last 
week at the offices of Blyth & Co., Inc., 
head of the underwriting syndicate that 
had expected to handle the offering. 

In place of the refunding issue, an 
offering of $20,000,000 of 3 per cent 
bonds of the company, due in 1970, was 
issued this week. The bonds were priced 
at 10154. 

The abandonment of the refunding 
program at this time is attributed solely 
to unsatisfactory market conditions. In 
a letter to members of the syndicate, 
Blyth & Co., Inc., said that in view of 
market conditions such a large issue 
as $110,000,000 of 3 per cent bonds 
could not be sold at a price to enable 
the company to retire its outstanding 4 
per cent bonds profitably. 

This financing plan of Pacific Gas & 
Electric has had an uncertain status 
since its inception in February, when 
the company filed with the SEC a regis- 
tration statement covering the proposed 
issuance of $65,000,000 of 3 per cent 
bonds, due in 1968. As part of this 
original plan a total of $45,000,000 of 
securities was to be sold privately. 
Shortly after the filing of the original 
statement an amendment was filed 
which raised the amount to $110,.000.- 
000, which meant the dropping of the 
private sale part of the refunding. 


Consider Refunding Plan 
Federal Judge V. L. Leibell at New 


York has taken under advisement a 
petition of trustees for Associated Gas 
& Electric Corp., seeking approval of 
a refunding plan of Virginia Public 


20 (1076) 


Service Co. as well as a proposal for 
merging four subsidiaries into Virginia 
Public Service Co. An application cov- 
ering the plans was filed with the SEC 
in 1940. 


File Simplification 
Plan with SEC 


Massachusetts Power & Light Associ- 
ates and its parent company, New Eng- 
land Power Association, have filed with 
the Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion a plan for capital simplification of 
Massachusetts Power & Light Associ- 
ates under which it is proposed to 
effect an all common stock capitaliza- 
tion. 

In its proceedings against the Inter- 
national Hydro-Electric System the 
SEC had alleged among other things 
that the corporate structure of Massa- 
chusetts Power & Light Associates un- 
necessarily complicates the structure of 
International Hydro and unfairly and 
inequitably distributes voting power 
among security holders of International 


In the Massachusetts Power & Light plan 
holders of the $2 preferred stock would 
receive share for share in new common 
stock. The $2 second preferred would re- 
ceive three new common shares for each 
ten shares of second preferred and rights 
to subscribe to new common at $20 a 
share in the ratio of one share for each 
six of second preferred. 

Present outstanding common would be 
cancelled, the holders of such shares other 
than New England Power Association, to 
receive rights to subscribe to new common 
at $20 per share in the ratio of one new 
share for each 50 of old common. 

In place of outstanding open account 
indebtedness to New England Power Asso- 
ciation of $1,360,000, Massachusetts Power 
& Light would issue new common shares, 
one share for each $20 of indebtedness. 
New England Power Association has issued 
warrants—expiring March 1, 1942—where- 
by it has agreed to deliver one share of 
class A stock of International Hydro in 
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exchange for four shares of Massachusetts 
Power & Light common when accompanied 
by the appropriate warrant. 


Community Power & Light 
Proposes Plan to SEC 


Community Power & Light Co. has 
proposed to the SEC that certain prop- 
erties and assets in the system be sold, 
certain additional properties and assets 
will be acquired, certain of the com- 
panies will be merged and others dis- 
solved, all outstanding securities be 
refunded and new debt and equity 
securities issued to meet the integration 
requirements of the utility act. 

Upon confirmation of the proposed 
plan, eleven active and three inactive 
subsidiaries will have been eliminated. 
The system will then consist of Com- 
munity Power & Light, a holding com- 
pany, and four directly owned operating 
subsidiaries — Southwestern Public 
Service Co., Missouri Utilities Co. and 
Dakota Power Co., and a Florida ice 
subsidiary, not a public utility. 


Makes Exchange Offer 


Kansas Electric Power Co. is offer- 
ing in exchange to the holders of its 
outstanding 7 per cent cumulative pre- 
ferred stock and 6 per cent junior pre- 
ferred stock, new 5 per cent cumulative 
preferred. The sale of unexchanged 
stock has been underwritten by a group 
headed by the Central Republic Co. of 


Chicago. 


Columbia Hearing Set 


Application of the Columbia Gas & 
Electric Corp. to issue and sell $120,- 
000,000 of debentures will be examined 
at a hearing before the Securities and 
Exchange Commission on April 14. 





Utility Reports 





Net Income 
1941 1940 
*Kansas City Power & Light $3,800,223 $3,888,176 
*Nebraska Power .......... 1,690,174 = 1,763,312 
*Texas Power & Light....... 1,966,673 2,266,032 


1940 1939 
tindianapolis Power & Lt.. 3,204,926 2,210,813 


tNew England Gas & Elec. 


oo ee [FU Ue 513,969 605,978 
tN. Y. and Queens Elec. 

RGU... carecsocuce . 3,779,833 3, 187,41! 
tNorthern Indiana = Pub. 

RN gi Ree aie ea 2,926,239 2,366,039 
tStandard Gas & Elec, and 

subs. ts .. 4,584,719 3,250,155 


tTampa Electric .... 
tToledo Edison ... 
tUnited Illg. Co.... 
+Wisconsin Elec. Power 
tWestchester Lighting 


1.474.266 — 1,508,39! 
2'548.843 2,767,987 
3614319 3,609,146 
2'764,434 2,702,015 
1,662,660 1,277,049 


*Twelve months ended January 31. 
tTwelve months ended December 31. 


ae see pen tenetenscencanen nce tear naar mmm 




















Increased Home Building 
Predicted for 1941 


Lewis H. Brown, president of the 
Johns-Manville Corp., stated at a recent 
informal regional meeting of stock- 
holders at the Roosevelt Hotel. New 
York, that the increase in home build- 
ing in recent months should continue at 
least for the first half of 1941, and that 
“barring the establishment of priorities 
which might require curtailment, I look 
forward to substantially increased home 
building for the entire year. 

“A swift rise in building prices could, 
of course, bring a collapse in residential 
construction, just as it did back in 1916 
when prices sky-rocketed.” he said. “I 
feel certain, however, that this will not 
happen. In this national emergency it 
is Johns-Manville’s policy that defense 
needs come first.” 


Submarine Cable Award 
Goes to Okonite Co. 


Los Angeles Water and Power Bu- 
reau, Los Angeles, Calif., has received 
sole bid from Okonite Co. at $13.607 
for furnishing 2,290 lineal feet of three- 
conductor, 500,000-cire.mil., stranded, 
39,000-volt, insulated, armored subma- 
rine cable and has made the award 
(Specifications 3665). 


- 
To Handle O-B Products 
An agency arrangement between 


Graybar Electric Co. and Ohio Brass 
Co., effective as of March 26, provides 
that Graybar assume the distribution of 
O-B low-voltage insulators and _hard- 
ware for distribution and farm lines. 
In addition, Graybar handles the entire 
in insulator line for REA and munici- 
pal use. 


Earnings Outlook Bright 


_ Orders on hand and prospects that 
industrial activity will continue at a 
high level warrant optimism over the 
earnings outlook of the Square D Co., 


F. W. Magin, president, said at the 
annual meeting of stockholders last 
week. Despite prospects of higher 


taxes, Square D’s profits should exceed 
those of 1940, he said. 


G. E. Sets Contract 
Le 
cont: 


neral Electric Co. has received a 
ay ict from the War Department of 
40.040.429 for airplane superchargers. 
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Sales Opportunities 


InpIAN Heap, Mp.—Potomac Electric 
Power Co., Washington, D. C., has author- 
ized new transmission line from point near 
District boundary to Indian Head, close to 
35 miles, for power supply for powder mill 
of Navy Department at latter place, where 
terminal substation will be located. Line 
will pass through Prince Georges and part 
of Charles Counties, where franchises are 
being secured. Work will begin soon. 


JACKSONVILLE, FLA.—Jacksonville Ship- 
building Corp., Jacksonville, recently 
chartered, care of John M. Rice, Grant 
Building, Pittsburgh, Pa., engineer, plans 
installation of motors and controls, switch- 
gears, transformers and accessories, duct 
lines, exterior and interior lighting facili- 
ties, electric hoists and cranes, conveyors 
and other equipment in new shipbuilding 
plant on St. Johns River, near Jacksonville, 
where site has been selected. It will com- 
prise a group of 25 shipways, outfitting 
docks, shops and auxiliary structures. A 
power house will be built. Entire project is 
reported to cost over $25,000,000. L. E. 
Detwiler is executive vice-president; Grant 
B. Shipley, Koppers Building, Pittsburgh, 
formerly head of Wood Preserving Corp. 
of America, Inc., is vice-chairman of the 
board. Engineer noted will be in charge. 


SEATTLE, WaAsH.—Department of City 
Lighting plans extensions and improve- 
ments in municipal light and power prop- 
erties, including transmission and distrib- 
uting lines, power substations, and other 
facilities. Also will make improvements in 
main generating station at Skagit. Entire 
program, to be carried out during present 
year, is estimated to cost about $884,000. 
Appropriation in that amount is being ar- 
ranged by City Council. 


NASHVILLE, TENN. Nashville Power 
Board plans new 23,000-volt power substa- 
tion on Lebanon Road, near city limits, 
where site has been acquired. Also will 
make extensions in transmission lines for 
connection with new station, as well as in 
other parts of city, including additions in 
distribution lines. Entire project will cost 
close to $125,000. 


Loneview,, WAsH.—Reynolds Metals Co., 
Federal Reserve Bank Building, Richmond, 
Va., plans installation of electric furnaces 
and accessories, motors and_ controls, 
switchgear, duct lines, exterior and interior 
lighting systems, electric hoists, conveyors 
and other equipment in new aluminum 
plant at Longview, where site is being se- 
lected. Contract has been made with Ad- 
ministrator, Bonneville Project, for power 
supply from Bonneville transmission system 
on basis of connected load of 40,000-kw.; 
lines will be built to plant site, where 
power substation will be located. Plant will 
consist of several one and multi-story units, 
equipped for initial capacity of about 
40,000,000 pounds of aluminum per year. 
Cost is reported in excess of $5.000,000. 
Financing in amount of $4,200,000 for 
project has been arranged with RFC. 


Cuarteston, S. C. South Carolina 
Power Authority, Charleston, receives bids 
until April 8 for switchyard for Pinopolis 
hydroelectric generating station, near 
Moncks Corner, including main yard struc- 
tures and miscellaneous construction, trans- 
formers, oil circuit breakers, 12 galvanized 
steel transmission towers, cable tunnels, 
etc. Also for new transmission line from 
station to Charleston, about 30 miles, and 
for high-tension line to Bowman and vicin- 
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ity, approximately 40 miles distant. Both 
lines will operate at 115-kv. And, for con- 
crete tailrace transition, located below 
Pinopolis generating station. Harza Engi- 
neering Co., 27 Cumberland Street, is con- 
sulting engineer. 


Iron Mountain, Micu.—City Council 
has plans maturing for proposed municipal 
power plant and will begin work this 
spring. Cost estimated about $575,000. Spe- 
cial election will be held on April 7, to 
approve project. Burns & McDonnell Engi- 
neering Co., 107 West Linwood Boulevard, 
Kansas City, Mo., is consulting engineer. 


Hazarp, Ky.—Kentucky & West Virginia 
Power Co., Hazard, plans new 132-kv. 
power substation on local site. Also, will 
make extensions and improvements in 
Beaver Creek power substation in vicinity 
of Pikeville, Ky., with installation of 
transformers, switchgear and_ auxiliary 
equipment for increased capacity. Both 
projects are reported to cost about $500,- 
000, and will be carried out as part of 194] 
expansion program, recently noted in these 
columns. 


Muscte Suoats, Ata.—Chemical Engi- 
neering Department, Tennessee Valley Au- 
thority. Knoxville, Tenn., plans installation 
of large electric furnace and accessory 
apparatus, motors and controls, transform- 
ers, switchgear, duct lines, conveyors and 
other equipment for expansion in _phos- 
phate plant at Muscle Shoals. Capacity will 
be increased from 100,000 to 150,000 tons 
per annum. Cost estimated over $1,000,000. 
Federal appropriation is being arranged. 


Port Wasuincton, Wis. — Wisconsin 
Electric Power Co., Milwaukee, is arrang- 
ing early call for bids for superstructure 
for addition to steam-electric generating 
station at Port Washington, previously re- 
ferred to in these columns. Capacity of 
plant will be increased with installation of 
additional equipment. 


CLEVELAND, On1o—Addressograph-Multi- 
graph Corp., 1200 Babbitt Road, manufac- 
turer of addressing and printing machines, 
etc., plans installation of motors and 
controls, switchgear, duct lines, industrial 
lighting system, conveyors and other equip- 
ment in new addition to local plant, total- 
ing close to 77,000 square feet of floor 
space. Work will begin soon. Cost esti- 
mated about $750,000. 


Denver, Co_o.—Bureau of Reclamation, 
Denver, receives bids until April 10 for 
1,425,600 lineal feet (270 miles) of bare 
copper conductor, 1/0, AWG, concentric 
lay, seven-strand, hard-drawn, for new 
transmission line for project at Thermopo- 
lis, Wis., with alternate bids for same 
quantity of bare aluminum stranded con- 
ductor, 3/0, ACSR, steel reinforced. Also 
for quantity of tubular compression joints, 
tapered armor rod assemblies, etc. (Speci- 


fications C-10460-A). 


Tacoma, Wasu.—Utilities Department, 
R. D. O'Neil, Public Utilities Commis- 
sioner, has tentative plans for new steam- 
electric power plant for expansion in city- 
owned light and power properties, to be 
located on site in vicinity of present 
LaGrande generating station on Nisqually 
River. Proposed station will be equipped 
for an initial capacity of 50,000-kw., and 
is estimated to cost close to $11,000,000, 
including transmission lines, power substa- 
tions and other operating facilities. 
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Thickness Gage 


Thickness of any magnetic sheet or plate 
material may be measured with this mag- 
netic gage when only one side is acces- 
sible, provided the material is not backed 
by other magnetic material. Gage includes 


Magnetic thickness 


nade if sboratory 


gage; initial instrument 
has tw 

nas f 20 to 45 mils for 
r with rang f 10 to 25 mils 

31 sheet steels of low silicon content. 


General Electric Co., Schenectady, N. Y. 


scales, one with 
low-carbon steels 
; far 


a 7-lb. portable indicating unit, which is 
connected to an electric outlet, and a small 
cylindrical head containing an alnico mag- 
net. When the gage head is placed against 
the material to be measured, the permanent 
magnetic field saturates the material; how 
much magnetic flux through the 
gage head magnetic circuit depends on the 
thickness of the material. This thickness 
is indicated by the instrument reading 
which is a measure of the increased reluc- 
tance of the magnetic circuit. 


passes 


Degreasers 


tak 


eoreas 
seaciles 
“wired for various 
Phillips Mig. Co., C 
Electrically heated and controlled port- 
able degreasing equipment is offered for 
use in removing protective coatings of 
petroleum, o.ygenated oils or similar com- 
pounds from electrical contacts and sim- 
ilar metal parts at points of assembly in 
production lines. One dual purpose unit 
offered by this company combines a low- 
temperature fluid solvent flushing cham- 
ber with a straight vapor degreaser with 
a vapor temperature of 249 deg. F. An 
auxiliary device handles the removal of 
smut and oxides, where necessary, by first 
degreasing the work and then subjecting 
it to a cleansing bath of alkali or other 
caustic cleaner. Units are self-contained, 
require only electrical outlets, 


according 
to the manufacturer. 
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65-Watt Fluorescent 


‘ 
65-watt, 3-ft. Mazda F lamp; in 3,500 deg. 
white and daylight, available after April |. 


Westinghouse Lamp Div., Bloomfield, N. J. 


a 


New size fluorescent is expected to be 
applied in commercial locations where 
lamp of about same brightness and light 
output per foot of length as the 5-ft., 100- 
watt lamp, but of shorter length, is de- 
sirable. 

e 


Extinguisher Seals 


Gardeseals."' 


Pyrene 
Newark, N. J 


Manufacturing Co., 


To facilitate frequent inspection and to 
tell at a glance whether pump-type fire 
extinguishers have been tampered with, 
this company offers bright red, visual sig- 
nals or handle seals which are destroyed 
the moment the extinguisher is taken from 
its bracket. Seals are applied by soak- 
ing in water and placing over handle in 
bracket, shrinking to a tight seal in an 
hour. 

o 


Odor Control 


When applied to air recirculated by an 
air-conditioning system, odor adsorbers ex- 
tract and hold odorous gases and vapors in 
a condensed state, permitting a reduction 
in the outdoor air supply necessary. Acti- 


activated carbon canisters 


auct 


assem- 
bled } Dorex Div., W. B. Connor 
Engineering Corp., !14 East 32d St., New 
York N.Y 


un " 
Dorex 


vated cocoanut shell carbon is the medium 
used; on saturation, the carbon may be 
reactivated and reused. 


BUYING ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT?— 
“Electrical World” Electrical Buyers Ref- 
erence is a convenient place to look first 
for manufacturers’ product daia, 
and addresses. 


names 
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Arc Welder 


Ease of striking and holding an arc, due 
to a specially designed series reactor, is a 
stated feature of a new transformer-type 
arc welder. Fiberglas and mica insula- 


e 


A.c._transformer-type arc welder; available 
in 100 to 400 amp. capacities; standard for 
operation on 220 volts, 60 cycles, a.c., single- 
phase or any single phase of a polyphase 
circuit. Eisler Engineering Co., Inc., Newark 
N. J. 
tion are used; value of current and size 
of welding rod to be used are indicated 
for each dial setting. Current is controlled 
by knob that regulates the voltage auto- 
matically. 
+ 


Insulating Film 


Koroseal'' film; in gages from 1,000th 
and up and in transparent, semi-transparent, 
translucent and opaque forms and 


8. F. Goodrich Go., Akron, Ohio, 
Development of a method of processing 
Koroseal—synthetic thermoplastic mate- 
rial—into transparent and durable film 
with wide industrial applications has been 
announced. Film is said to be resistant to 
outside exposure—sun, oxygen, and ex- 
tremes and changes of temperature—as well 
as water—-and moisture-resistant. Chemical 
inertness, flame resistance and _ electrical 
properties are claimed to make it of value 
for insulating fine electric wire and cable. 


Show Window Lights 


"X-Ray" 
units; 5-ft. size 
150 watts; for 
ballasts and 
Chicago, Ill. 


show window lighting 
235 watts; 3-ft. size 
volts, 


with two-lamp 
Curtis Lighting, Inc., 


Fluorescent 
r rated 
110-125 


starters. 


New show window lighting units make 
use of two asymmetric Alzak-aluminum re- 
flectors and can be obtained with or with- 
out louvers.  Five-foot size uses 60-in. 
fluorescent lamps in each of two reflectors. 
Three-foot size mounts four 36-in. lamps, 
two being placed one above the other in 
each reflector, to provide the same light- 
ing intensity per foot. 


Flexible Bearing 


oe rf ex'' flexible 


ortle Products 
Co., Chicago, Ill. 


coupling. Harris 


Originally designed and used as a vibra- 
tion dampener, shock absorber and noise 
eliminator, a flexible bearing is seen 10 
have possibilities as an overload device for 
types of power-driven equipment liable 
only to occasional overload of short dura- 
tion. Under torsional load, the fibres of 
the rubber (or neoprene) wall are twist- 
ed. Momentary overloads continu the 
twisting action until the mechanical bond 
between rubber wall and inner sleeve 38 
momentarily broken, though resumed after 
overload is lifted. 
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